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Pirouette and half-pirouette in canter Half-pirouette in walk

10. The Turn on the Haunches. For younger horses that are still not able to show collected walk,
the ‘turn on the haunches’ is an exercise to prepare the horse for collection. The ‘turn on the
haunches’ is executed out of medium walk prepared by half-halts to shorten the steps a little
and to improve the ability to bend the joints of the hindquarters. The ‘turn on the haunches’ can
be executed on a larger diameter (approximately one meter) than the pirouette in walk, but the
demands of the training scale concerning rhythm, contact, activity and straightness are the same.
Aturn on the haunches is to be judged like a regular half pirouette except that full credit must be
given for a well performed, but larger (one meter) turn on the haunches. Full credit should also be
given for a well performed regular sized half pirouette. A significant deduction should be made if
a rider attempts but performs poorly a regular half pirouette.
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