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vers the forehand is aligned with the quarters on the track. Otherwise, the same 
principles and conditions that apply to the travers are applicable to the renvers. 
The horse is slightly bent around the inside leg of the rider. The horse’s outside 
legs pass and cross in front of the inside legs. The horse is bent in the direction 
in which it is moving. Aims of renvers: To show a fluent collected trot move-
ment on a straight line with a greater degree of bend than in shoulder-in. Fore 
and hind legs cross, balance and cadence are maintained.
i.	 Half-pass.This movement is a variation of travers, executed on a diagonal line 
instead of along the wall. It can be performed in collected trot (and in passage in 
a freestyle) or collected canter. The horse should be slightly bent around the in-
side leg of the rider and in the direction in which it is moving. The horse should 
maintain the same cadence and balance throughout the whole movement. In or-
der to give more freedom and mobility to the shoulders, it is of great importance 
that the impulsion be maintained, especially the engagement of the inside hind 
leg. The horse’s body is nearly parallel to the long side of the arena with the fore-
hand slightly in advance of the hindquarters. The bend in the half-pass should 
increase with the steepness of the diagonal. In the trot, the outside legs pass and 
cross in front of the inside legs. In the canter, the movement is performed in a 
series of forward/sideways strides. Aims of half-pass in trot: To show a fluent 
collected trot movement on a diagonal line with a greater degree of bend than 
in shoulder-in. Fore and hind legs cross, balance and cadence are maintained. 
Aims of the half-pass in canter: To both demonstrate and develop the collection 
and suppleness of the canter by moving fluently forwards and sideways without 
any loss of rhythm, balance or softness and submission to the bend.  

DR112 The Pirouette, The Half-pirouette, The Quarter-pirouette, The 
Working Pirouette, The Working Half-pirouette, The Turn on the Haunches 
1. The pirouette (half-pirouette) is a circle (half-circle) executed on two tracks with a 
radius equal to the length of the horse, the forehand moving round the haunches. 
2. Pirouettes (half-pirouettes) are usually carried out at collected walk or canter but 
can also be executed at Piaffe. 
3. At the pirouette (half-pirouette) the forefeet and the outside hind foot move 
round the inside hind foot which forms the pivot and should return to the same 
spot, or slightly in front of it, each time it leaves the ground. 
4. At whatever gait the pirouette (half-pirouette) is executed the horse, slightly bent 
in the direction in which he is turning should remain on the bit with light contact, 
turn smoothly and maintain the appropriate sequence and timing of footfalls of 
that gait. The poll stays the highest point during the entire movement. BOD 1/19/13 
Effective 4/1/13.
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5.  During the pirouettes (half-pirouettes) the horse should not move backwards or 
deviate sideways. In the pirouette or half-pirouette in canter, the judges should be 
able to recognize a real canter stride although the footfalls of the diagonal - inside 
hind leg, outside front leg - do not occur simultaneously. 
6. In executing the pirouette or the half-pirouette in canter the rider should main-
tain perfect lightness of the horse while accentuating the collection. The quarters are 
well-engaged and lowered and show a good flexion of the joints. An integral part of the 
movement is the canter strides before and after the pirouette. These should be charac-
terized by an increased activity and collection before the pirouette and, the movement 
having been completed, by the balance being maintained as the horse proceeds. 
7. The quality of the pirouettes (half-pirouettes) is judged according to the suppleness, 
lightness, cadence and regularity and to the precision and smoothness of the transi-
tions; pirouettes (half-pirouettes) at canter are judged also according to the balance, 
the elevation and the number of strides (at pirouettes 6-8, at half-pirouettes 3-4 are 
desirable). When the turn is too large and the hind steps come off the prescribed line 
of travel, the correction is to take a straight line back to the track. Correction by use 
of half-pass or leg-yielding may result in a deduction of points. (See DR112.5) 
8. The Quarter-pirouette. As a preparatory exercise, the quarter-pirouette is usu-
ally executed on the track at a given letter, the horse being highly collected for 1 
or 2 strides before and then through the execution of a 90 degree turn around the 
haunches in 2-3 strides, maintaining a correct canter footfall. 
9. The Working Pirouette and Working Half-Pirouette. The pirouette (half-pirou-
ette) is a turn of 360 degrees (180 degrees) executed on two tracks, with the fore-
hand moving around the haunches. The size of the working pirouette should be 
approximately three meters. The requirements for a working half-pirouette are 
identical to those of a regular half-pirouette, except that the allowable diameter is 
increased to approximately three meters. A working half-pirouette is to be judged 
like a regular half-pirouette except that full credit must be given for a well-per-
formed, but larger (three meter) half-pirouette. Full credit should also be given for 
a well-performed regular-sized half-pirouette. A significant deduction should be 
made if a rider attempts but performs poorly a regular half-pirouette. 
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Pirouette and half-pirouette in canter Half-pirouette in walk

10. The Turn on the Haunches. For younger horses that are still not able to show 
collected walk, the ‘turn on the haunches’ is an exercise to prepare the horse for 
collection. The ‘turn on the haunches’ is executed out of medium walk prepared by 
half-halts to shorten the steps a little and to improve the ability to bend the joints 
of the hindquarters. The ‘turn on the haunches’ can be executed on a larger diam-
eter (approximately one meter) than the pirouette in walk, but the demands of the 
training scale concerning rhythm, contact, activity and straightness are the same.  
A turn on the haunches is to be judged like a regular half pirouette except that 
full credit must be given for a well performed, but larger (one meter) turn on the 
haunches. Full credit should also be given for a well performed regular sized half 
pirouette. A significant deduction should be made if a rider attempts but performs 
poorly a regular half pirouette. 

DR113 The Passage 
1. This is a measured, very collected, very elevated and very cadenced trot. It is 
characterized by a pronounced engagement of the quarters, a more accentuated 
flexion of the knees and hocks and the graceful elasticity of the movement. Each 
diagonal pair of feet is raised and returned to the ground alternately with cadence 
and has a prolonged phase of support compared to the phase of suspension. 
2. In principle the height of the toe of the raised foreleg should be level with the 
middle of the cannon bone of the other foreleg. The toe of the raised hind leg 
should be slightly above the fetlock joint of the other hind leg. 
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