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Saddlery Inspections

Â Ring stewards appointed 
by competition 
management must check 
saddlery and inspect bits 
and spurs on both sides
of the horse for at least 
one-third of the horses in 
each class.

Â Inspection of saddlery 
and bits should be done 
at the direction of the 
technical delegate.
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Saddlery Inspections

Â Management must provide 
(preferably latex free) 
disposable protective 
gloves. The rider should 
see the inspector put on a 
fresh glove. Inspection is 
done immediately after the 
performance ride.

Â Management or the TD 
should provide you with 
copies of legal bits and 
equipment. 
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Saddlery Inspections

Â The checking of the bit 
and bridle must be 
done with the greatest 
caution, as some 
horses are very touchy 
and sensitive about 
their mouths.  The 
inspector should be 
ñhorse-friendlyò.
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Saddlery Inspections

Â Bits must be made of 
metal or rigid plastic and 
may be covered with 
rubber (in manufactured 
state). 

Â The bit may not be 
modified by adding latex 
or other material. A 
flexible rubber snaffle is 
only permitted as a 
snaffle. 



Saddlery Inspections

Â There are some bits and 
equipment only allowed in 
High Performance (HP) 
Competition that are not 
allowed in regular national 
classes.   

Â Ask the technical delegate to 
show you the HP equipment 
shown in the rule book.  As an 
example, the bit on the right 
is OK in High Performance, 
but is illegal in regular 
national competition because 
of the rotating middle piece. 
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Saddlery Inspections

Â The bit inspection should 
be done quickly in order 
not to disturb the horse. 

Â You can loosen the drop 
or flash noseband, 
allowing the horse to 
open the mouth - itôs 
much easier to 
see the bit. 


