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The United States Dressage Federation’s
goal is to educate people about dressage
theory and practice. To accomplish that
goal, USDF created the USDF University
to provide a structure of accreditation for
dressage programs and to set a standard for
individual achievement. Through this pro-
gram, USDF recognizes those members
who strive to continue their education in
dressage and related equine subjects.

Programs with a wide range of subject mat-
ter are eligible for USDF University
accreditation. Topics can include those of a
general equestrian nature to further a mem-
ber’s education in equine anatomy, health,
feeding, care, etc. Specific programs relat-
ed to dressage theory and practice, or to
further one’s abilities in the dressage arena,
such as adult camps, can also be accredited.
Specialized programs, such as continuing
education for judges, instructors, trainers,
and technical delegates, the USDF “L”
Education Program for Judge Training, and
the USDF Instructor Certification Program,
can be included. Traditional riding clinics
are not eligible for accreditation

Program formats may include seminars,
workshops, camps, or demonstrations, but
should include at least three hours of lec-
ture. The length of programs can vary from
a minimum of three hours to multiple days,
based upon program format, content, and
objective of the program.

The USDF University program is open to
all current participating, group, and inter-
collegiate/interscholastic members.
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PROGRAM ACCREDITATION

USDF ProGrams

All programs organized by USDF are
USDF University Accredited. Attendees
will automatically receive USDF University
credits upon confirmation of attendance and
USDF Membership. USDF programs
include:
« USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series
e USDF Adult Clinic Series
* USDF Instructor Workshops
* USDF “L” Education Program
* USDF CE Program for Judges and
“L” Graduates
* USDF National Symposium
» USDF Sport Horse Handlers Clinics
* USDF Sport Horse Seminars
e USDF Trainers’ Conference
* USDF/USEF Young Rider Graduate
Program

The following programs held during the
USDF Annual Convention are USDF
University accredited, and attendees who
are current members will receive USDF
University credits for attending by submis-
sion of their education session “credit
card”:

e USDF University Education sessions

» USDF Apprentice Dressage TD Clinic
*  GMO Education sessions

» Competition Managers/Secretary Clinic
*  Youth Education session

Additionally, the following USEF Programs
will receive USDF University accreditation,
and attendees who are current USDF mem-
bers will receive USDF University credits
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for attending upon confirmation of atten-

dance by USEF:

*  USEF Judges Forum

e USEF TD Forum

» USEF Dressage Sport Horse Breeding
Judges Forum

OFre-Camrus PROGRAMS

Accreditation is also available for off-cam-
pus programs organized by an individual, a
group, or a USDF Group Member
Organization (GMO) and its chapters. This
enables USDF members across the country
to have access to USDF University accred-
ited programs. If you are interested in host-
ing an off-campus program, contact the
USDF office to request the USDF
University Accreditation Application Form
and the USDF University Accreditation
Guidelines for Off-Campus Programs. This
information is available on the USDF web
site at www.usdf.org.

The following programs are not eligible for

USDF University credits:

» USDF Instructor Certification Program:
pre-certifications and final exams

*  USDF L Program:D-1, D-2 sessions and
final exams
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e GMO Roundtable discussion held
during USDF Annual Convention

e Open Forums held during USDF
Annual Convention

EARNING CREDITS
USDF Procrams

For some USDF programs, participants and
auditors may earn credits differently. Refer

to program guidelines on the USDF website
for further information.

Participants:
* 4 credits per 2 days of attendance
» 2 credits per | day of attendance

Auditors:
*  One credit per full day (8 hours per
day) of attendance

Orr-Camrus UNIVERSITY
APPROVED PROGRAMS:

Participants and auditors receive the same
credit for attending USDF University Off-
Campus accredited programs.
e 1/2 credit per 4 hours of attendance
e 1 credit per one day of attendance

(8 hours per day)

If you wish to receive university credits for
attending an off-campus program, ask the
program organizer for the USDF University
Sign-Up form for credit. Simply fill out the
form and pay the $5 processing fee to the
organizer. Upon completion of the pro-
gram, the organizer will submit the forms
and fees to the USDF office to have the
credit recorded.
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If you have already attended a USDF
University Accredited Off-Campus pro-
gram, but did not sign up for credit, fill out
the Credit Request Form and send it to
USDF, along with the required $5.00 pro-
cessing fee, per program.

AWARD RECOGNITION

Educational recognition is awarded as
follows:

15 credits — USDF Certificate

30 credits — USDF Diploma

45 credits — USDF Bronze Diploma

60 credits — USDF Silver Diploma

75 credits — USDF Gold Diploma

90 credits — USDF Platinum Diploma
105 credits — USDF Diamond Diploma

Credits are cumulative and can be earned
over an unlimited number of years.

Recognition is awarded annually based on
credits earned through September 30 of
each year. Members can check their on-
line University Transcripts at
www.usdf.org.

Information about USDF University
accredited programs is available on the
USDF web site at www.usdf.org .

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
coNTAcT THE USDF UN1vERSITY
Liaison At (859) 9712277 or
UNIVERSITY@USDF.ORG.
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CREDIT REQUEST FORM

To receive credit, you must:

1. Complete and sign this form.

2.Include a $5 processing fee for each pro-
gram (make check payable to USDF).

3.Include a copy of attendance verification
for each program, if available.

4.Mail all of the above:
c/o USDF University Program Liaison.

ATTENDEE INFORMATION

O Participant O Auditor

NAME USDF MEMBER #
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ~ ZIP
PHONE # E-MAIL

ProGrAM INFORMATION

Program Attended  Date  Location/Course#

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY

I certify that I attended the above listed pro-
gram(s), and that I was a member of USDF at
the time, making me eligible to receive the
appropriate USDF University credit.

SIGNATURE DATE

UNIVERSITY

UNITED STATES @/mm(ye FEDERATION

4051 IRON WORKS PARKWAY
LEXINGTON, KY 40511
PHONE: (859) 971-2277, FAX: (859) 971-7722
WWW.USDF.ORG
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A NartioNnAL EpucATIiONAL
ACCREDITATION STRUCTURE
FOR DRESSAGE PROGRAMS

A STANDARD FOR LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
PARTICIPANTS AND AUDITORS

A Way to EArRN CREDIT FOR
EpucaTioNnAL EXPERIENCES

A SEVEN-TIERED AWARD
LADDER FOR ScHOLASTIC
ACCOMPLISHMENT
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